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PNEUMATIC PIPE BURSTING Water Line Replacement

A.)  GENERAL

DESCRIPTION:

This specification shall cover the rehabilitation of existing water lines using the GRUNDOCRACK PIPE BURSTING
S Y S T E M .  P i p eb u r st in g  i s a  s ys tem  b y w h i ch  th e p n e u m a t ic b u rst er  u n it , sp l it s th e  e xis ti n g  p i p e  w h il e sim u l ta n eo u s ly in sta ll in g  a  n ew 
P o ly et h yl en e P ip e o f th e s a m e siz e o r la rg er si ze p i p e  w h er e t h e  o ld  p i p e ex is ted , th e n  re co n n e ct ex is tin g  w a t er  s erv ic e h o u se 
co n n ec tio n s , t el ev isi o n  in sp ec tio n  o f th e P o l ye th y le n e  P i p e  a n d  co m p l et e t h e  i n st a l la t io n  in  a c co r d a n c e w it h  t h e  c o n t ra ct d o cu m en ts .
O n ly  P n eu m a tic a l ly  o p er a te d  eq u ip m e n t w i th  sp ec ia l  a d v a n c ed  g u id e h ea d  tec h n o l o g y  f o r b u rs tin g  p o i n t  r ep a ir s, a n d  rea r exp a n d e rs
fo r th e p ro p er  c o n n ec ti o n  to  t h e P o lye th yl en e  P ip e  w il l b e a ll o w ed  fo r u se .  T h e p n eu m a t ic  to o l  m u st  b e u se d  i n  co n ju n c tio n  w i th  a 
co n s ta n t te n si o n /v a ri a b le sp ee d  w in ch .  T h e  w i n c h  s h a ll  h a ve  tw in  c a b l e p u l li n g  ca p s ta n s w i th  tw in  h y d r a u l ic  d r iv e m o t o r s a n d  t w in 
g e a r  b o xe s fo r  i n d ep e n d en t  o p e ra t io n  o f ei th e r 2 0 ,  1 0  o r 5  to n s,  t h e si ze o f  t h e w i n ch  d ep en d s o n  th e d ia m e ter  o f th e  p ip e  t o  b e
re p l a c ed .  I n  n o  ca se is  th e co n st a n t t en si o n  o n  th e w i n ch  t o  e xc ee d  2 0  to n s. 

B.)  QUALIFICATIONS:

1.) The contractor shall be certified by the particular Pipe Bursting System Manufacturer that such a company is a fully
trained user of the pipe bursting system.

2.) Polyethylene pipe jointing shall be performed by personnel trained in the use of butt-fusion equipment and
recommended methods for new pipe connections.  Personnel directly involved with installing the new pipe shall
receive training in the proper methods for handling and installing the polyethylene pipe.  Training shall be
performed by qualified representative.

3.) The Contractor shall hold the City and Engineering Firm harmless in any legal action resulting from patent
infringements.  The Contractor shall be licensed by Advantica Technologies' (previously called British Gas) pipe
bursting patents (which are available from Advantica Technologies).

C.) SUBMITTALS:

Submit the following Contractor's Drawings:
1.) Shop drawings, catalog data, and manufacturer's technical data showing complete information on material

composition, physical properties, and dimensions of new pipe and fittings.  Include manufacturer's recommendations
for handling, storage, and repair of pipe and fittings damaged.

2.) Method of construction and restoration of existing water service connections.  This shall include:

a.) Detail drawings and written descriptions of the entire construction procedure to install pipe, and install temporary
service connection and reconnection of existing water service's, fire hydrants, and intersecting mains.

3.) Certification of workmen training for installing pipe.

4.) Method of construction with detailed drawings and written descriptions of the entire construction procedure to insert
the pipe, pipe fusion techniques, non-fusion pipe joining techniques, and connections to water services, fire
hydrants, and intersecting water mains.  Drawings shall show, but are not limited to, excavation locations, access
pits, dimensions, shoring, method of dewatering, adjacent utilities, and traffic control.

5.) Plans and procedures for supplying temporary water service.

D.) DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING:

1.) Transport, handle, and store pipe and fittings as recommended by manufacturer.
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2.) If new pipe and fittings become damaged before or during installation, it shall be repaired as recommended by the
manufacturer or replaced as required by the Engineer at the Contractor's expense, before proceeding further.

3.) Deliver, store and handle other materials as required to prevent damage.

E.)  METHODS FOR NEW PIPE INSTALLATION:

T h e m e th o d  a p p ro ve d  f o r  re h a b i lit a t io n  o f exi st in g  w a t er m a in s  b y p ip e b u r st in g  a n d  in st a l la t io n  o f n e w  p o l yet h y le n e p i p e is  T .T . 
T e ch n o lo g ie s G R U N D O C R A C K  S Y S T E M S ,  ( 8 0 0 -5 3 3 -2 0 7 8 ) o r a p p ro ve d  e q u a l .  S e e a cc o m p a n yi n g  li st  fo r yo u r cl o se st  tr a i n e d 
co n t ra cto r th a t is  li ce n se d  b y  A d va n ti ca  T ech n o lo g ie s. 

P L E A S E  N O T E  T H A T  u sin g  a n  u n li cen se d  c o n tr a ct o r  w h o  d o es n o t h a v e a n  A d va n ti ca  T e ch n o l o g ie s m et h o d  l ic en s e th a t ca u se s th e m 
to  p a y  ro ya lti es  t o  A d v a n t ic a  T ec h n o lo g i es  ca n  p u t  y o u  in  v io l a t io n  o f A d v a n ti ca  T e ch n o l o g ies  p a te n t s. 

If  w e m a y  b e o f a n y f u r th e r a s sis ta n ce , p l ea s e fee l fr ee to  co n t a c t u s,  o r  P et er M c C a l lu m ,  o f  A d va n t ic a  T ec h n o lo g i es,  d ire ct ly  a t  7 1 3 - 
5 8 6 - 7 0 0 0  o r  M o b i l 4 0 3 -2 3 8 - 6 9 3 7 .

F.)  MATERIALS:

Polyethylene Plastic Pipe shall be AWWA C906 high density polyethylene pipe.
1.) Sizes of the insertions to be used shall be such to renew the water line to its original or greater than flow capacity.

2.) All pipe shall be made of virgin material.  No rework except that obtained from the manufacturer's own production
of the same formulation shall be used.

3.) The pipe shall be homogenous throughout and shall be free of visible cracks, holes, foreign material, blisters, or
other deleterious faults.

4.) Prior to construction, Contractor shall submit for approval, the manufacturer's specific technical data with the
complete information on resin, physical properties of pipe and pipe dimensions pertinent to this job.  A certificate of
"Compliance with Specification" shall be furnished for all materials to be supplied.  Water line pipe shall have a
pipe diameter ratio of DR12.5.

5.) Material color shall be white, black or whatever is specified with interior of pipe having a light reflective color to
allow easier/better viewing for television inspection.

6.) The physical appearance of the pipe having deformities such as concentrated ridges, discoloration, excessive spot
roughness, pitting, varying wall thickness, etc., shall constitute sufficient basis for rejection.  The pipe shall be
homogeneous throughout, free from visible cracks, foreign inclusions and other defects.  Pipe with gashes, nicks,
abrasions or any such physical damage which may have occurred during storage and/or handling which are wider or
deeper than 10% of the wall thickness, shall not be used and must be removed from the construction site.

7.) Any pipe that has been damaged or does not meet with the city's approval, shall be replaced at the Contractor's
expense.

8.) Other pipe materials may be considered, the pipe bursting equipment manufacturer shall be consulted for feasibility.
Ductile Iron, PVC and other pipe materials may be installed with the pipe bursting method. The pipe bursting
installation method is modified to accommodate these pipe materials.

G.)  EQUIPMENT:

T h e p i p e b u rst in g  to o l sh a ll  b e d es ig n ed  a n d  m a n u f a c tu red  t o  f o r ce  it s w a y  t h r o u g h  exi st in g  p ip e m a t er ia l s b y fr a g m en ti n g  th e p ip e a n d 
co m p re ssi n g  th e o l d  p ip e s ec ti o n s  i n to  t h e  su rr o u n d i n g  so il  a s  i t p ro g r ess es .  T h e b u r st in g  u n i t s h a ll  b e  p n eu m a ti c a n d  sh a l l g en er a te 
su ff ic ien t fo r ce  t o  b u r st a n d  co m p a ct th e exi st in g  p ip e l in e.  S ee  m a n u fa c tu re rs sp eci fi ca tio n s  fo r w h a t si ze to o l  sh o u ld  b e  u sed  i n  w h a t
d i a m et er o f  p i p e , a s w e ll a s  p a ra m e ter s o f  w h a t  si ze  t o o l  f o r p e rc en t a g e o f u p siz e a ll o w ed .
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T h e p i p e b u rst in g  to o l sh a ll  b e a ss ist ed  b y a  c o n s ta n t  te n s io n  t w i n  c a p sta n  w i n ch  t h ro u g h  th e  o ld  li n e  b y  a  w i n c h  lo c a t ed  a t  t h e
re ce iv in g  e xca va ti o n .   T h e  b u r sti n g  u n it  s h a l l p u l l th e p o l yet h y le n e p i p e w i th  it  a s i t m o ves  f o rw a r d .  T h e b u r st in g  h ea d  s h a ll 
in co rp o ra te  a  sh ie ld / ex p a n d e r to  p r eve n t  c o ll a p se o f  t h e h o le a h ea d  o f th e  P E  p ip e in s er ti o n .  T h e p i p e  b u rs tin g  u n it sh a ll  b e rem o t ely 
co n t ro lle d . 

In  w a t er li n e a p p l ica ti o n s , a d va n ce d  g u i d e  h e a d  te ch n o lo g y is m a n d a to ry  fo r su cce ss fu l  p ip e b u r sti n g . T h e  G u id e H e a d  in su r es 
ef fe ct ive  b u rs ti n g  o f  p o in t re p a i rs , s er vi ce sa d d l es , a n d  o th e r co m m o n  w a t er  m a in  f itt in g s .

T h e p i p e b u rst in g  to o l sh a ll  b e p n e u m a ti c.   T h e  b u rs ti n g  a c tio n  o f  th e to o l sh a ll  i n cr ea se  th e ext er n a l d im en s io n s  su ff ici en tl y, ca u si n g 
b r ea ka g e o f  th e p i p e a t  th e sa m e ti m e ex p a n d i n g  th e su rro u n d in g  g r o u n d .   T h i s a ct io n  s h a ll  n o t o n l y b r ea k  t h e p i p e  b u t a ls o  cr ea t e th e 
vo id  i n to  w h ic h  th e b u r ste r ca n  b e w in ch ed  a n d  en a b l es  fo rw a rd  p ro g re ss  to  b e m a d e.   A t th e s a m e t im e th e  p o ly et h y len e p ip e,  d ire ct ly
a t ta ch ed  to  th e sl eev e o n  th e rea r o f th e b u r st er,  s h a ll a l so  m o ve  fo rw a rd .

T h e b u rst er  sh a l l h a v e its  o w n  fo rw a rd  m o m en t u m  w h il e b ei n g  a s si st ed  b y  w i n c h i n g .   A  h yd ra u li c w in ch  s h a l l g iv e th e b u r ste r fr ict io n 
b y  w h i ch  it  ca n  b e  m o ve d  f o r w a rd .   T o  fo rm  a  co m p l et e o p e ra tin g  sy ste m ,  th e b u rst er  m u st  b e m a t ch e d  to  a  co n st a n t ten si o n  h y d r a u l ic 
w i n c h i n g  sy ste m . 

G.1)  WINCH UNIT:

A  w i n c h  s h a ll b e  a tta ch ed  to  t h e fr o n t  o f th e  b u rs ti n g  u n it , c o n n e cti n g  to  o r th r o u g h  th e a d v a n ced  g u i d e h e a d  te ch n o l o g y. T h e w in ch 
sh a l l p ro vi d e a  co n st a n t t en si o n  to  th e b u rst er  in  o rd er th a t it  m a y o p era te  i n  a n  eff ic ie n t m a n n e r.   T h e  w in c h  sh a ll  h a ve  t w i n  c a p sta n 
w i th  t w in  h yd r a u li c d ri ve m o to rs a n d  t w i n  g ea r b o x es  f o r in d ep en d e n t o p era ti o n . T h e  ca b l e sto ra g e d r u m  is  s tri ct ly  fo r ca b le  s to r a g e
a n d  is  n o t to  b e  c o n s id ere d  a s  p a rt  o f  t h e  p u ll in g  s ys tem .

T h e w i n ch  s h a l l b e  h y d r a u l ic a l ly o p era te d  p ro vi d in g  co n st a n t t en si o n  th ro u g h o u t t h e  o p er a t io n .  T h e w i n ch  s h a l l b e  o f  t h e co n s ta n t
te n s io n  t yp e a n d  s h a l l b e fi tt ed  w i th  a  d i rec t rea d i n g  lo a d  g a u g e to  m e a su re  t h e w i n ch in g  lo a d . 

T h e w i n ch  m u st  a u t o m a ti ca l ly  m a in ta in  a  co n st a n t t en si o n  a t  a  se t to n n a g e re a d in g .

T h e co n st a n t t en si o n  w i n ch  s h a ll su p p l y su ffi ci en t  c a b le in  o n e co n ti n u o u s  l en g th  s o  t h a t th e  p u ll  m a y  b e  c o n t in u o u s b e tw e en  a p p r o v ed 
w i n c h i n g  p o in t s. 

T h e w i n ch , ca b le  a n d  ca b le  d ru m  m u s t b e p r o vi d e d  w it h  sa f et y c a g e a n d  s u p p o r ts  so  t h a t  i t m a y  b e o p e ra ted  s a fe ly  w ith o u t i n j u r y t o 
p e rs o n s o r p ro p e rt y.

T h e co n tr a c to r  s h a ll p r o vi d e  a  sy st em  o f  g u id e p u l le ys  a n d  b ra ci n g  a t  t h e ex it  p i t to  m i n i m iz e ca b le  c o n t a c t w it h  th e  e xis ti n g  li n e 
b e tw ee n  l a u n ch  a n d  ex it  p i ts .

T h e su p p o rt s t o  th e t re n ch  s h o rin g  in  th e in s er tio n  p i t s h a ll re m a in  co m p l et el y s ep a ra te  f ro m  t h e w i n c h  b o o m  s u p p o rt sy ste m  a n d  s h a ll
b e  s o  d es ig n ed  t h a t n ei th e r th e p ip e n o r  t h e w i n ch  c a b le sh a ll  b e in  co n ta ct  w ith  t h em .

H.)  LAUNCHING AND RECEIVING PITS:

1.) The location and number of launching and receiving pits shall be proposed by the Contractor and approved by the
city prior to excavation.  The pits shall be located such that their number shall be minimized and the footage of the
new pipe installed in a single pull shall be maximized.

2.) Before any excavation is done for any purposes, the Contractor shall contact the various utility companies for
determining field location of existing utilities.

3.) All work is to be completed within existing street rights-of-way or utility easement.

4.) Any damage to adjacent properties that are not part of this work shall be repaired and restored to it's original
condition at the Contractor's expense.
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5.) Where it is necessary to excavate to an additional depth for the placement and use of a fusion machine, or any other
cause, the Contractor shall furnish and install trench shoring or bracing in compliance with OSHA standards.

H.1) INSERTION OF POLYETHYLENE PIPE:

1.) Prior to construction, the Contractor shall develop a temporary water system to supply water service to area
residents and businesses during pipe bursting operations.  It is anticipated that the system  be fed from existing fire
hydrants.  The temporary system and hydrants shall be disinfected.

All buried utilities adjacent to the pipe  operation shall be reviewed, and where necessary be excavated to relieve
transient loading during the insertion operation.  If any utilities are within 24" of the pipe to be burst, the Contractor
shall excavate a pit at the location to check clearance. If adequate clearance does not exist between the existing
water line and the subject utility, the Contractor shall employ substitute means to rehabilitate the existing water line.

For utilities crossing within 6" of the existing water line to be burst, soil shall be excavated and removed to relieve
loading during the bursting operation.

2.) Any concrete encasements shall be excavated and broken out prior to the bursting operation to allow the steady and
free passage of the pipe bursting head.  All in-line valves and fittings shall be removed prior to the bursting
operation.

3.) The new polyethylene pipe shall be inserted immediately behind the bursting head in accordance with the
manufacturer's recommended procedures.  The bursting tool shall be specifically designed and manufactured for the
type of insertion process being used.  It shall be utilized to guide and assist the bursting head during the operation.
A pushing machine may be utilized to aid pipe insertion from the rear.

I.)  SERVICE CONNECTIONS:

1.) All service connections on the existing water main that is to be burst or will be taken out of service, shall be
connected to the temporary water system during bursting, disinfecting, testing and service reconnection operations.
Temporary service connections shall be made at the meter pit.

2.) After the new polyethylene pipe has been installed, disinfected and tested, each existing service shall be connected
to the new pipe in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations for side wall fusion.

3.) Accepted quantities for service connections will be paid for at the contract unit price which will be per each water
service connection made.

4.) Work necessary to excavate and back-fill service connections will not be paid for separately, but will be included in
the contract unit price for this item.  The surface repair of the excavation will be paid for separately under the
appropriate bid item.

J.)  TESTING / DISINFECTIONS:

1.) The polyethylene pipe shall be pressure tested after the line and all fittings and valves have been installed.
Connections may be left exposed for visual leak inspection. Chlorination to disinfect the new pipeline shall be
according to all local standards and requirements.
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2.) Pressure Testing Procedure Example for HDPE pipe:
The new pipeline shall be pressurized to 160 psi, and allowed to stand for a period of 4 hours to allow for the
expansion of the pipe.  The pressure shall be checked every 30 minutes.  If the pressure has dropped to below 155
psi, it shall be restored to 160 psi.  At the end of the 4-hour period, the pressure shall be dropped or restored to 150
psi.  If after a period of one hour the pressure has remained above 142.5 psi without the addition of water, the line
shall have passed the pressure test.  If during the initial 4-hour pressurization period the pressure remains above 155
psi, (5 psi below the initial pressure), to the end of one 30-minute cycle and above 152 psi, (5% below the initial
pressure), to the end of the next 30-minute cycle, without the addition of water, the line shall have passed the
pressure test.

K.) APPURTENANCES:

1.) Accepted quantities for valves and fittings will be paid for at the contract unit price which will be per each
appurtenance installed.

2.) Work necessary to excavate and back-fill appurtenances will not be paid for separately, but will be included in the
contract unit price for this item.

L.)  PIPE JOINING:

1.) The polyethylene pipe shall be assembled and joined at the site using the butt-fusion method to provide a leak proof
joint.  Threaded or solvent-cement joints and connections are not permitted.

2.) All equipment and procedures used shall be used in strict compliance with the manufacturer's recommendations.
Fusing shall be accomplished by personnel certified as fusion technicians by a manufacturer of polyethylene pipe
and/or fusing equipment.

3.) The butt-fused joint shall be true alignment and shall have uniform roll-back beads resulting from the use of proper
temperature and pressure.  The joint shall be allowed adequate cooling time before removal of pressure.  The fused
joint shall be watertight and shall have tensile strength equal to that of the pipe.  All joints shall be subject to
acceptance by the engineer and/or his representative prior to insertion.  All defective joints shall be cut out and
replaced at no cost to the City.  Any section of the pipe with a gash, blister, abrasion, nick, scar, or other deleterious
fault greater in depth than ten percent (10%) of the wall thickness, shall not be used and must be removed from the
site.  However, a defective area of the pipe may be cut out and the joint fused in accordance with the procedures
stated above.  In addition, any section of the pipe having other defects such as concentrated ridges, discoloration,
excessive spot roughness, pitting, variable wall thickness or any other defect of manufacturing or handling as
determined by the Engineer and/or his representative shall be discarded and not used.

4.) Terminal sections of pipe that are joined within the insertion pit shall be connected with Central Plastics
Electrofusion Couplings or connectors with tensile strength equivalent to that of the pipe being joined.

5.) Sections of the polyethylene pipe shall be assembled and joined on the job site above the ground.  Joining shall be
accomplished by the heating and butt-fusion method in strict accordance with the manufacturer's printed
instructions.  Hot fusion joining of HDPE end sections, service taps and fittings may be performed in the
excavations.

6.) Service connections installed on the new polyethylene pipe shall be accomplished by the side wall fusion method in
accordance with the manufacturer's printed instructions or other types of fittings, designed for water pressure
applications on the specific pipe material used.

7.) Where the polyethylene pipe is connected with ductile iron fittings or valves, an HDPE flange adapter shall be fused
to the end of the pipe and the connection made with bolted flange components. All connections of the new pipe, to
the existing water system, shall be restrained.
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8.) All joints shall be inspected by the city before insertion.  The pipe shall be joined on site in appropriate working
lengths near the launching pit.

M.)  PAYMENT:

1.) The inserted pipe shall be paid for per linear foot of the size pipe specified and shall include all pipe bedding, back-
fill material, annulus sealing material and launching pits.  Locating and reconstruction of services and all
reconnections of services shall be paid for per each connection made, including fittings and pipe.

2.) The work performed as prescribed by this item will be paid at the unit price per linear foot of water main by pipe
bursting/replacement for the specified pipe diameter and location, per each for "Locate, reconstruct and reconnect"
for the specified pipe diameter, which price shall be full compensation for the installation of the new pipe,
furnishing and placing of all materials, labor, tools, equipment, cleaning, and preparation of the existing pipe to
receive the new liner, and any other necessary to complete the project.

3.) Video inspection of final installed pipe shall be paid based on the cost per linear feet to TV the entire length of new
pipe.

4.) The cost of any necessary temporary water service connections shall be considered subsidiary to the cost of pipe
installation and shall not be a separate pay item.

5.) The launching and receiving pits shall be paid for per Each.  A single "pit" may consist of two holes for the winch
and the recovery of the pipe bursting machine.  A pit may be used for both launching and receiving.

6.) Accepted quantities for the surface repair of the launching and receiving pits will be paid for at the contract unit
price that will be the square yardage of surface disturbance.  Contractor shall not be compensated for pits with
disturbance areas in excess of 15 square yards, unless approved by the Project Engineer.

7.) The pipe installed through the pits shall be paid separately as pipe installed by the pipe bursting method.

8.) Work necessary to excavation and back-fill will not be paid for separately, but will be included in the contract unit
price for this item.  Native material excavated on-site shall be used for back-fill unless it is too wet or otherwise
unsuitable, in which case imported fill, (pit run), shall be used and paid for by the ton.

9.) Accepted quantities of polyethylene pipe installed by pipe bursting will be paid for at the contract unit price, which
will be the lineal foot of pipe installed, including the length through the launching/receiving pits.

10.) Work necessary to excavate and back-fill potholes at utility crossings will not be paid for separately, but will be
included in the contract unit price for this item.  The surface repair of the potholes will be paid for separately under
the appropriate bid item


